
 Mrs. Gillingham’s 3rd grade class 
Tuesday, January 7, 2020 

WONDERS READING 

This week we started Wonders Unit 3 called 
One of a Kind. Students will read folktales 
and historical fiction to start off the unit. Our 
comprehension focus will be on problem and 
solution, cause and effect, and main idea and 
details. Students will be reading folktales, 
historical fiction, and expository texts. 
Students will learn vocabulary strategies to 
help with word meaning and understanding. 
These are using context clues, synonyms 
(words that have the same meaning), and the 
prefixes un-, re-, and pre-.


SPELLING & PHONICS 
Our spelling turns its focus back to vowels 
and the effect of the consonant r. These are 
called r-controlled vowels. Students will 
practice ir, er, ur, & or this week. Next week 
we’ll practice ar, or, & our followed by a 
week on air, ear, & ere.


MORE GEOGRAPHY 

We finished up our social studies unit called 
Understanding the Geography of the World 
before the winter break and will move into 
another geography unit called Finding Places 
in the United States. In this unit students will 
be practice their geography terms and explore 
maps of the United States.


BRIDGES MATH 

We started Bridges Unit 4 this week. Unit 4 is 
all about Measurement and Fractions. The 
measurement concepts will be time, mass, and 
volume. Students will be learning how to tell 
time to the exact minute and how to figure 
out elapsed time. We will measure mass with 
the pan balance scale using grams and 
kilograms as units. We’ll also be measuring 
liquid volume with a graduated cylinder using 
millimeters and liters as units. Our fractions 
learning will focus on fair shares, unit 
fractions, comparing fractions, and fractions as 
distances. Many of these skills have been 
introduced in Number Corner in the fall. 
Students will be diving in deeper to the 
concepts in Unit 4.


IMPORTANT JANUARY DATES

1/8 Early release @1:50pm


1/15 Early release @1:50pm


1/20 NO SCHOOL-Martin Luther King Jr. Day


1/22 FULL DAY WEDNESDAY


1/29 FULL DAY WEDNESDAY


1/31 NO SCHOOL - End of semester grading


NEWS from the Nest

Happy New Year!   I hope you enjoyed time together with family over the winter break.  We 
started off 2020 as busy as ever.  Here’s a look at what we learning in the new year.


